














CHEERS
to 40 Years!

GDS has just begun its 40th year - truly something to celebrate. As
part of the year-long calendar of festivities, the Alumni Association
and the Parents’ Association are joining forces to have an evening
of food and fun during Alumni Reunion Weekend *10. Mark

your calendars now for the “Cheers to 40 Years” celebration on
Saturday, April 24, 2010. As part of the evening’s festivities, we will
continue showcasing our alumni who will entertain you along with
parents and faculty. If you have a particular talent (music, singing,
art, writing) that you would like to share at the celebration, please
contact Kathy Davis at alumni@greensboroday.org.

The Reunion Classes (75, ’80, ’85, °90, 95, *00) will hold class
reunion parties on Friday night, April 23. If you are interested in
helping organize your class party, please be in touch with Kathy
Davis.

What’s Collecting Dust

in your Attic?

A dedicated group of volunteers, led by professional archivist
Elizabeth Hurd (parent of Anna ’06 and Molly "12), have been
working hard since February to archive the School’s history.
‘They have catalogued yearbooks, newspapers, and pictures.

But they still need more! Do you have play programs, GDS
“souvenirs” or logo items, student newspapers, athletic uniforms,
or other memorabilia? Would you be willing to donate them

to the School? If so, please contact Kathy Davis at alumni@
greensboroday.org. Part of the 40th celebration will include
displays of items from our past.

Correction
A photo of the Class of 1999 reunion in the Summer GDS

Magazine was incorrect. The correct photo is above.

Alumni News

Classmates Honored
with Alumni Awards

Distinguished Alumni Award

Ask any of the first generations
of GDS alumni about who

was the big man on campus

in 1976 and chances are they
would reference the winner of
last years” Distinguished Alumni
award, and not just because of

his size and stature, but due to

Wayne Robinson '76

his embodiment of the school’s
motto of friendship, scholarship and sportsmanship.

Whether as a professional basketball player, the pastor of a
church or a corporate recruiter, Wayne Robinson ’76 gives
100% and has always maintained his dedication to excellence
and promotion of diversity awareness. He has continued to
influence young people through his Center for Champions

and in his role as a minister at the New Millennium Christian
Center. He serves on the Executive Committee for the Virginia
Tech Board of Alumni, as well as diversity programs at Virginia
Tech , the National Association of Multicultural Engineering
Program Advocates and as past president of the Governors’
Council on Physical Fitness and Health. He has never stopped
working to help those less fortunate see the unlimited potential
they can reach.

While achieving excellence in his field, Wayne never lost his

ties with GDS — he has held advisory roles and made himself
accessible for teachers and students through a variety of programs
and presentations. And he ushered in a new era when his son,
Blake ‘04, received his diploma as the first second-generation
Bengal to cross the stage. In 2011, his daughter, Holland, will
also graduate from GDS.

Alumni Service Award

The 2009 Alumni Service Award was
presented to Jennifer Smith Adams
’86. Those on campus recognize
Jennifer’s passion to make GDS the

best school it can be. Fellow parents

g \ /.
and friends describe her as smart, B\ t 7

organized, well spoken, fair, honest,  Jennifer Smith Adams ‘86
caring, and hard working.

As soon as her son, Cody ’13, began Kindergarten nine years
ago, Jennifer became a key volunteer on campus. Once Spencer
’17 started at GDS, Jennifer’s involvement was even stronger,
working in her children’s classrooms, volunteering with the
Annual Fund, sporting events, admission tours, the alumni board
and the Board of Trustees. She is currently the first. GDS alumna
to serve as the President of the School’s Parents’ Association.

GDS FALL MAGAZINE 35 \‘




Class Notes

\‘36 GDS FALL MAGAZINE

I 98 6 Diana Nappi Duncan is the marketing
director for Beamon & Johnson, Inc., which owns
two PPG automotive paint locations and eight NAPA
locations. She lives in Smithfield, Va.

I 98 7 Pearse Edwards has returned home to
North Carolina as Governor Bev Perdue’s Senior
Strategy Adviser. Immediately prior to joining Gov.
Perdue’s senior staff, Pearse served as Washington
Governor Chris Gregoire’s Communications and
External Affairs Director. Pearse, his wife Mary, and
two children, Ashton and Ruby, live in Raleigh.

I 98 9 Louise Taylor Lambertson is teaching
I'st grade at Naples Elementary School on the naval
base in Naples, Italy. Her husband, Dirk, is teaching
in the local high school.

Dirk, Tyler and Louise Taylor Lambertson
‘89 in Capri, Italy

Dan McNairy is in his 10th year teaching at an
alternative middle school for troubled 6th-8th
graders in Bend, Ore. He and wife Carol have three
children, 4-year-old Finn and 2 1/2-year-old twins
Harper and Henry.

Dan McNairy’s ‘89 children, Harper, Finn
and Henry

I 9 93 Sarah Haynes Bayle works for
Guy Carpenter, a reinsurance brokerage firm, in
Burlington, N.C.

I 9 94 Anne Haldeman is a 5th grade teacher
at North Ridge Elementary in Raleigh.

Al Murphy recently appeared in a segment of Sunday
Morning as a spokesman for Mother Murphy’s. The
segment was about different flavors of candy.

I 9 95 Anna McNairy Tuttle is program director
for the Wild Rockies Field Institute in Missoula, Mt., which
offers outdoor environmental courses for college credit in
locales from Alaska to Baja.

Eric Pickard is a physical education teacher at South
Graham Elementary School. He and his wife live in
Liberty, N.C. with their two children.

BIRTHS

I 985 Georges Saab and Johanna Saab.

Son: Alexander Mikael Saab Sundén, June 10, 2009.
Alexander joins big sister, Elina. The Saab family
lives in Stockholm, Sweden.

Elina and Alexander Saab Sundén, children
of Georges Saab ‘85

I 99 I Anne Vance Avera and Hugh Avera.
Daughter: Mary McRorie Avera, January 28, 2009.
Rorie joins siblings Oliver and Jeanie. They live in
Raleigh.

Jeanie, Oliver and Rorie, children of Anne
Vance Avera ‘9 1.

I 9 93 Sarah Haynes Bayle and Andrew Bayle.
Daughter: Emerson Lisette Bayle, June 17, 2009. They
live in Burlington, N.C.

Andrew and Sarah Haynes Bayle ‘93 with
daughter Emerson.



Emily and
Maggie,

children of Jenny
Hacskaylo
Sullivan '94

I 9 94 Jenny Hacskaylo Sullivan and Dan
Sullivan. Daughter: Emily Jeanette Sullivan, June
19, 2009. Emily joins older sister Maggie. They
live in Elkton, Md.

I 9 95 Anna McNairy Tuttle and Mason
Tuttle. Son: lan Tuttle, March 9, 2009. They live
in Missoula, Mt.

lan Tuttle,

son of

Anna McNairy
l Tuttle ‘95

Addison and
Austin Sherlin,
children of Lise

Lise Conner Sherlin and David Sherlin. Son:
Austin Sherlin, May 10, 2008. Austin joins older
sister Addison. They live in Raleigh.

Jennifer Guthrie Brezina and Paul Brezina.
Twins: Will Brezina and Caroline Brezina,
September 14, 2008. The Brezina family currently
resides in Baltimore, Md.

;DT

\/\//'/ and Caroline Brezina, Wms of
Jennifer Guthrie Brezina ‘95

I 999 Lynlee Thorne Wastie and Neil

Wastie. Son: Jack Dylan Wastie, February 5, 2009.

They live in Moneta, Va.

Jack Dylan
Wastie, son of
Lynnlee Thore
Wastie ‘99

e

Emily Hicks Maggart ‘99 with GDS guests
at her wedding on May 30, 2009.

WEDDINGS

I 985 Walter Haldeman and Israela
Haldeman married in Santa Ana, Calif. in May 2008.

I 994 Anne Haldeman and David Blackmon
were married on September |3, 2008 in Sneads
Ferry, N.C. Clara Love was the matron of honor
and Walter Haldeman °85 was an usher. Anne
and David reside in Cary, N.C.

2000 Anne Houston and Andrew Wagoner
were married August 8, 2009 in Greensboro.
Bridesmaids included Kate Banner, Jacquelyn
Stafford Buckner, Marilyn Carlson ’02, Nancy
Carlson, Andrea Pate Fletcher and Emily
Norman Richards. Laurin Carlson °99 was a
reader. Anne and Andrew live in Chapel Hill, N.C.

2 002 Rocio Lugo and Ben Bonsall were
married on December 6, 2008 in Old San Juan,
Puerto Rico. Jana Raczkowski was the maid of
honor. They live in Santa Monica, Calif.

Sarah Cantrell and Ross Perkins were married
on August 15,2009 in Greensboro. Maid of honor
was Kelley Cantrell °98, and bridesmaids included
Katie Cashwell ’01. Honorary bridesmaids were
Caroline Perkins *08, Virginia Perkins *10 and
Emily Perkins *14. Best man was Max Perkins
’00 and groomsmen included Stephen Wheless
and Jay Cantrell *96. Craig Bohn was an usher.
Julie Holmberg was a reader and Rashmi Vyas
was a greeter.

Ross Perkins ‘02
and Sarah Cantrell
Perkins ‘02

2 004 Rachel Bowden and William Griffin
were married in Wilmington, N.C. Maid

of honor was Emily Bowden ’12, and the
bridesmaids included Megan Hayes. David
Bowden °08 was a groomsman.

Class Notes

MEMORIALS

Lillian Valentine, February 18, 2009.
Mother of Leslie Valentine 92 and Mekia
Valentine ’06.

James Dowtin, June 7, 2009. Grandfather of
Morgan Dowtin ’96 and Amanda Dowtin
McLaughlin *97.

Jerry Lawson, June 9, 2009. Father of
Taylor Lawson *92 and Alexander
Lawson °99.

William Hornig, June 18, 2009. Grandfather
of Kim Czornij 88, Paul Nguyen *05,
Marion van Noppen 08, Elizabeth van
Noppen ’10 and Diana Nguyen *09.

Richard Guthrie, June 21, 2009. Father of
Bill Guthrie ’76, Kathryn Guthrie Rorres
’78 and Martha Guthrie Duke ’80.

George Egerton, July 20, 2009.
Father of Catherine Egerton 89 and
David Egerton *93.

Wright Tisdale, July 22, 2009. Father of
Trec Tisdale ’86 and Xan Tisdale °89.

Norman Mayer, August 3, 2009. Father of
Morgan Mayer °05.

Steven Fore, August 16, 2009. Father of
Whitney Fore 05 and Matthew Fore *07.

Don Johnson, August 18, 2009. Father of
Leslie Johnson °08.

Phillip Parker 83, August 31, 2009.
Brother of Robert Parker ’96 and Kathryn
Parker 94 (deceased).

John Obermeyer, September 6, 2009.
Grandfather of Katherine Obermeyer 07
and Lizzi Obermeyer I 1.

Mickey Lieb, September 19, 2009.
Grandfather of Gabi Lieb Gorelick ’99 and
Civia Lieb Gerber *96.

Tom Murphy, September 20, 2009. Father
of Angie Murphy Kinghorn 96 and
DeeDee Murphy *99.

Rita Medoff, September 23, 2009.
Grandmother of Kara Medoff Barnett
’96, Ari Medoff 99, Sar Medoff 05,
Mica Medoff ’07, Carmi Medoff ’10 and
Gena Medoff’l 2.

John F. C. Glenn, October 9, 2009.
Grandfather of Allie Glenn ‘I |.

Natalie Ammondson, October |5, 2009.
Grandmother of Kelsey Ammondson
‘10, Stanley Ammondson ‘10, Elise
Ammondson ‘I3 and great aunt to Mark
Niegelsky ‘08 and Beth Niegelsky ‘10.

Charles Hagan, Jr., October 16, 2009.
Grandfather of Jeanette Hagan *98,
Tilden Hagan °02, Carrie Hagan *05,
Guy Hagan °20 and Bo Hagan 22.

lan Buchanan ’13, November 2, 2009.
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NIC BROWN °95:

By Bill Moore, US English teacher

Google “Nic Brown novelist + reviews” ...and Nic Brown ’95, is all over
the newspapers and the Internet: reviews of his first novel Floodmarkers
in the New York Times, the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, bookforum,

and the Raleigh News-Observer. Interviews abound too: in Durham’s
Independent Weekly, in Deckfight: Indie Rock & Lit, and in Publisher’s
Weekly.

Since its publication in early July last summer, the zany, racy, hilarious,
poignant Floodmarkers — set in the fictional small city of Lystra, NC,

a composite of Greensboro and Chapel Hill — has been making waves
in the literary and critical communities. By mid-September Brown
was having back-to-back literary readings around the country: Friday
night in New York and Saturday noon at UNC-Chapel Hill for the
NC Literary Festival, for example. How did this native son and former
GDS Student Council President become a North Carolina literary star
and come to make a big splash nationally?

“I always enjoyed reading,” Brown says from his home in Chapel Hill
during a recent telephone interview. He wrote sketches and stories in
grade school at GDS, and he started writing seriously, mostly fiction, in
the Upper School. Taking Creative Writing class, he entered his work
in High Point University’s Phoenix Literary Festival contest - and took
first prize for a spooky short story that featured a young man obsessively
listening to one mysterious word on a tape cassette. Reading great
books in his English classes at GDS, Brown testifies, inspired the writer-
to-be with literary insights and powerful language. He explains that
Hemingway’s linked, novella-like collection of stories, /n Our Time,
guided the structure of Floodmarkers.

Brown developed another art, rock & roll drumming, during his time at
GDS, providing powerful rhythms for the successful band Athenaeum,
which practiced in the attic of his home on Country Club Drive. The
band recorded its first demo tape in room 15 of the newly built GDS
Upper School in the summer of 1990, just before Brown started his
freshman year. Athenaeum became so popular locally over the next

few years that it gained the ears and interest of New York recording
companies — so after being accepted at Columbia College, Brown took
a year off, which became a few years off, to record a CD and to tour

the college and rock music circuits. Radiance was a critical and popular
success — with “What I Didn't Know* charting in the modern rock top
10 in 1998 — but the band didn’t take off enough to let Brown count
on it for a full career.

Brown re-enrolled at Columbia and hit the books as an English major,
with special studies in Creative Writing, earning his BA in three years by
taking classes year round - and recording or playing drums for a variety
of bands like Skeleton Key and Ben Lee. The writer-actor Jonathan
Ames mentored Brown at Columbia, suggesting that his developing
stories could be linked with the hurricane metaphor. By graduation
Brown had finished recording a CD with Longwave; he was preparing
to go on tour when he received the news that he'd been accepted at

the eminent Iowa Writer's Workshop, and that hed won the Truman
Capote Fellowship. At Iowa, Brown worked with Pulitzer Prize-
winning fiction writer James Alan McPherson to refine his interlinked
stories for his MFA thesis.

The stories of Floodmarkers take place in the fictional NC town of
Lystra during one day in September of 1989, the day Hurricane Hugo

§

Nic Brown 95

dumped cascades of rain on the
Piedmont, 20 years ago. Brown
remembers the excitement of
the time, the sense of potentials
unleashed by disruption of routine; he uses the storm in the
novella to unsettle people’s lives enough, without devastating
them, to soak them out of their predictable mundane niches in
life. The novel is reminiscent of James Joyce’s Dubliners short
story collection, with characters caught in the trap of “paralysis,”
a kind of spiritual dead end where they have forgotten how

to grow and take risks in order really to live. In Floodmarkers,
Brown’s vision is more optimistic than Joyce’s: people can grow
and be alive, but it might take a storm to help them do it.

Brown intends to pursue writing vigorously, with discipline and
creativity, until he succeeds in making it his life’s employment.
Working as Director of Communications at UNC-Chapel Hill’s
Ackland Art Museum, and enjoying his wife and one-year-old
baby, Brown now gets up early to steal a couple of hours for
writing first thing in the morning before the day begins and his
job calls. “I hope,” he says, “that writing will become my main
work, that it will become a more central part of my life.” He
already has his second novel Doubles written and scheduled for
publication next year; he is revising the manuscript. Doubles - set
in New York’s Forest Hills, site of the great tennis tournament,
and in Chapel Hill - is about a team of doubles tennis players,
and on a deeper level it is about relationships, marriages, and
partnerships.

You can find Floodmarkers at amazon.com or local bookstores -
or you can find selected chapters from it in the Harvard Review
and the SC Review — and you can keep up with Brown’s activities
and accomplishments through his websites: www.nicbrown.net
or www.twitter.com/nicbrownnn . Nic Brown — writer, family
man, rock & roller, and GDS graduate — he’s all over the news
media and the Internet, as he’s bound to be again when his new
novel slams across the net next year.

(Bill Moore has taught English in the Upper School since 1979. He is co-author
of AMPEG: The Story Behind the Sound, the history of a major American musical

instrument company.)



Tell a Friend
About

WALK-IN WEDNESDAYS!

Greensboro Day School is making it even easier for interested '.
parents to learn more about opportunities available for their
child in our classrooms. GDS’ Office of Admission & Financial Aid
offers informal campus tours on select Wednesdays beginning

at 9 a.m. — no appointment necessary. JUST WALK IN!

Word of mouth is the best advertising tool we have! So, tell a
friend to pop-in for a visit on one of the following Wednesdays:

January 6 — Lower School
January 20 — Middle School
February 3 — Upper School

February 17 — Middle School
March 3 — Upper School
March 17 — Lower School
April 7 — Lower School
April 21 — Middle and Upper School

Don’t worry if Wednesdays aren’t convenient for your friend.
Ask them to call the Office of Admission & Financial Aid
to schedule a personal tour.

Visit www.greensboroday.org/visit for more information.
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